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Aid Recorder  Ashurst, Tunbridge Wells  TN3 9SU 
          
Deanery Synod Representative    John & Christobel Sworder   740345 
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PCC. MEMBERS 

   June Gilbert  740371  Helen Morrison 740211 
  Cath  Baker  740225  Isobel Smith  740404 
  
 
Organist & Director of music  Bob Wilson     01732832444 
  
St. Peterôs Fellowship  Peter Waghorn    740645 
          
Sunday Club Leader   Mrs Hayley Collins    01892544458 
 
Church Flowers   Mrs. June Gilbert    740371 
     Mrs. Sandra Arnold    740283 
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FROM THE RECTOR  
 
 Out of respect and love for French cathedrals in general I have been looking at 
my Thames and Hudson book on the subject: Jean Bony and Martin Hurlimann, 
original edition 1951, revised 1967. 
 
As we come towards Ascension Day - 30th March - we can be reminded that 
while English cathedrals tend to be long and relatively low, French ones are 
often very tall. Perhaps the one tradition looks forward  to eternity, the other 
upwards to heaven and the Ascended Lord. But as an assessment of different 
building motivations this is not very deep, and there are many exceptions. 
 
At Beauvais, north of Paris, I for the first time understood the pleasantness of a 
glass of champagne or two half way through the morning, sitting in the sunshine 
outside a local auberge. Perhaps it was the effect of the champagne, but looking 
at the great cathedral of Beauvais in the distance, I could not help noticing that it 
was extremely tall but definitely lacking a large component of what we normally 
expect of such a building. 
 
The Thames and Hudson book explains it all - with a flair for tragi-comedy it 
probably did not know it possessed. 
 
The cathedral, a building of huge proportions, was begun in 1225. The vault is 
the highest in Gothic architecture - about 155 feet. In 1284 the vaulting fell in. 
When rebuilding was begun, the piers were doubled in the choir. In 1374, when 
the choir was complete, work was suspended. It was not taken up again until 
1500, when Maitre Martin Chambiges undertook the erection of the south 
transept, which was finished in 1548. The central tower collapsed in 1573. The 
nave was never built. The cathedral suffered relatively little damage when the 
surrounding part of the town was destroyed in 1940. 
 
So after 350 years of hard work and many set backs there was no energy and 
moral determination left to finish the building and give it a nave. Who can 
possibly blame them?  But when the bombs came in 1940 one can feel sure that 
the inordinately tall choir of Beauvais stood there as a symbol of hope. There the 
glorious triumph waits, Lift your heads, eternal gates! Christ hath vanquished 
death and sin; Take the King of glory in. Alleluya! 

 

Tom Holme 
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FORDCOMBE LUNCHEON CLUB 

Fordcombe Luncheon club usually meets on the second Thursday of each  
month at 12-30pm. We have space for new members to come and join us for 
food and pleasant conversation with old and new friends. 

The next meeting is 9th May 2019  
Please let Kate know if you are not able to come, preferably at the  
beginning of the week of the lunch meeting. 
 
For more information please contact Mrs Kate Hargrave Tel 861047 
 

CHURCHYARD TIDYING  
Thanks so much to those who turned up last month to weed the memorial 
garden and to sweep up a few more leaves. 
We will be meeting again on Saturday 11th May, between 10am and midday. 
If you could spare some time to help us we would be delighted! 
 
Helen Morrison 740211 

CHURCH COFFEE MORNING  
 
We are invited to meet again for coffee and a chat on Wednesday 
May 8th 2019 10-30 to noon by Gordon and Beryl Fenner ñCanastaò 
Chafford Lane. All are welcome do come along. 
 
Please ring Christabel on 740345 if transport is required. 

 
Christabel Sworder 
740345 

REGISTERS FOR MARCH 
 
Baptism        Thomas Ensor 
                     Ophelia Poppy Willow Madge 
                     Eve Marie Reichhelm 
                     Amelia Charlotte Hart 
                     Charlotte Jane Philippa Vickers 
 
Marriage       Lewis James Crowhurst  &   Beverley Rose Funnell 
 
 
Interment at Poundsbridge         Martin Alleyne Thorp 
 
Funeral Service at Penshurst     Jack William Haycraft.                   
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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS PEW  

  
Services 
Services in May follow the normal pattern with 9am Communion on the first  and 
sung Eucharist on the second Sunday. The fourth Sunday 26th May is Rogation 
Sunday and instead of the Family Service, with thanks to Frances Lyle, there will 
be a Rogation Service and walk at Walters Green Farm starting at 10-30am. 
This is a great country service which is always most enjoyable. 
St Peterôs Fellowship 
Our next meeting takes place at 8pm on Wednesday 22

nd
 May 2019 at 

Woodpeckers. Our topic of discussion will be ñThe Road to Emmausò. Everyone 
is welcome, do come along. 
Annual Church Meeting. 
Our annual Church Meeting took place last month but attendance was very poor. 
Apart from P.C.C. members there were only two other people present. This was 
particularly disappointing as the council reported and wanted to seek views on 
the discussions which are underway on the possible formation of a larger 
benefice including Chiddingstone and Chiddingstone Causeway Parishes. We 
are concerned about the year on year fall in attendance at all services, accept 
the Christmas Eve Carol Service. We also have two unfilled positions on the 
P.C.C. 
This reduction of active involvement in our Church is very sad and does not help 
our position with the discussions on the future shape and arrangement of 
parishes. The P.C.C. very much wants to understand if there is anything that 
could be done in connection with the type and timing of our services and worship 
which would better fulfil the needs of the village. In the future we intend to 
contact parishioners to seek their views but if anyone would like to give their 
views now please do contact us.  
Meal and a pint 
As we are now entering the summer season we take a break from Meal and a 
Pint until September. 
  
Best Wishes  

Mike Gilbert   740371  mikegilbert371@gmail.com 

  

 
. 

 Age concern have been running an exercise class in conjunction with Over 
60s. Now that Over 60s is finished these will continue at Angie Ventins home 
The Orchard Chafford Lane 1-30 until 3-00pm. Friday 26th April, 17th May and 
21st June 
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OVER 60s FOOT CLINIC 
 
AS YOU WILL ALL BE AWARE THE VILLAGE HALL CLOSES FOR THE 
REBUILD VERY SOON 
THE OVER 60s FOOT CLINIC WILL BE CLOSING AT THE SAME TIME 
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS ARE :- 
 -CHRIS WILLIAMS TUNBRIDGE WELLS CLINIC 01892 676214 
 -AGE CONCERN TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 522591 
 -EMMA THE FOOT LADY 07759476912 
 
Thank you for your support over the years for Over 60s  

summer party Saturday 15 June  

 
In light of the fabulous sums raised for the new village hall, the current hall will 
not be standing in September, and the village green will be a building site.  As 
such the fete committee intends to hold an alternative, more low key event 
earlier in the year, but still aimed at all village residents and visitors, with food 
and drink, so we can all celebrate together.  
 
We would therefore like to invite you to a summer party on Saturday 15 June 
which will take place on the village green in lieu of the usual autumn fete which 
will return in 2020 to christen a new village hall! 
 
Please save the date and see the insert in this issue. 
Many thanks 
Lorna Holgate  
Fordcombe Fete and Flower show Committee 

Village Hall AGM 
 
As the Village Hall AGM is just after the  
deadline for entry into the Magazine, a full  
report will be in next monthôs issue. 
 
John Morrison 
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VILLAGE HALL     MONTHLY DRAW      APRIL  

 

  
 

 IF YOU ARE NOT IN IT -  YOU CANôT WIN IT!  
 

ñIf you want to join please ring Bob on 01892 740307"     

Prize Ticket No Name 

First            Ã30 245 Mrs McGloin 

Second       Ã15 352 N. Turtschi 

Third          Ã10 454 T Geal 

Fourth          Ã5 314 Mrs Cahill 

Fifth             Ã5 559 S Thompson 
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HELEN BOUCHER BSc(HONS), SRP, MCSP, AACP 
STATE REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

(13 years experience) 
 

Specialising in the treatment of: 

Ŀ {ǇƻǊǘǎ LƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ 

Ŀ .ŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ bŜŎƪ Ǉŀƛƴ 

Ŀ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

Ŀ !ǊǘƘǊƛǝŎ Ǉŀƛƴ 

Ŀ !ŎǳǇǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ 

The Hawthorns, Powder Mill Lane, Leigh, TN11 8QD 
(Parking available) 
Tel: 01732 833297    Mob: 07939646030 
 

 
 

 



10 

 

  
 

         GARAGE SERVICES 
                      SPRING HILL FARM 
       SPRING HILL 
       FORDCOMBE 
                           TN3 0SB 

       
SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS 

 
M.O.Tôs ð EXHAUSTS ð TYRES 

 
DIAGNOSTICS ð REPAIRS 

 
AIR CON SERVICING 

 
COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE 

 
FREE VEHICLE COLLECTION & RETURN 

(WHEN WORK UNDERTAKEN) 
 

VEHICLE RECOVERY 
 

FULLY EQUIPED TYRE FITTING BAY 
 

GEARBOX RE-BUILDS 
 

01892 740006 
www.gdasportscars.co.uk 
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LINE DANCING 

 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us at Fordcombe 
Village Hall for an hour of  
enjoyable exercise.     The Line 
Dancing class is 7pm-8pm  

on Wednesdays  
(with a few exceptions)  
and the cost is Ã6 per person. 
If you are interested please telephone 

PAULINE 
Telephone: 01892 740575 

AC GROUNDWORK 

            DǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪ 
            [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ 
            CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ 
               5ǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ 
      ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
 
          tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ 
                      ŦǊŜŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴǎ        
             

          !ƭŜȄ /ƻƭŜƎŀǘŜ 
      ¢Υ   лмуфн утлмсу 
      aΥ лттрн птфтпт 
 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŀŎƎǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
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AIRPORT CAR  
SERVICES  

 07799604405  
(01892)731221 
bookings@twacs.co.u  

www.airport-car-services.co.uk  

 
 

WELD DONE 
Welding, Metalwork and 
Ornamental Ironwork  

For quotations and advice 
contact Neil Davies on: 

 
Tel: 01892 740432 / 07962 

502914 
Email: 

neilwelddone@hotmail.com 
April Cottage, The Lane, 

Fordcombe, Kent, TN3 0RP 


