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ST. PETERôS CHURCH, FORDCOMBE 
fordcombechurch.org 

 
Rector of Penshurst & Fordcombe  The Revd. Tom Holme, MA.  
The Rectory, Penshurst        870316 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 

 Mike Gilbert  Rockydene, Chafford Lane, Fordcombe TN3 0SH 
   Email   mikegilbert371@gmail.com    740371 
      Peter Waghorn Woodpeckers, The Green, Fordcombe, TN3 0RY 
   Email    peter.waghorn@talk21.com   740645 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Hon. Secretary  Linda Naidu       740724 
    11 The Drive Hedge Barton TN3 0SL 
 
Treasurer/Gift  Paul Reeves  Queens Spinney, Ashurst Road  740837 
Aid Recorder  Ashurst, Tunbridge Wells  TN3 9SU 
          
Deanery Synod Representative    John & Christobel Sworder   740345 
Electoral Roll Officer      Vacant 
             

PCC. MEMBERS 

   June Gilbert  740371  Helen Morrison 740211 
  Cath  Baker  740225  Isobel Smith  740404 
  
 
Organist & Director of music  Bob Wilson     01732832444 
  
St. Peterôs Fellowship  Peter Waghorn    740645 
          
Sunday Club Leader   Mrs Hayley Collins    01892544458 
 
Church Flowers   Mrs. June Gilbert    740371 
     Mrs. Sandra Arnold    740283 
 
NEWSLETTER - PLEASE NOTE THE COPY DATE IS  16th OF EACH MONTH 
Newsletter copy by e-mail please to:  fordcombenewsletter@gmail.com   
Neither the Editor nor the Newsletter can be held responsible for its content. 
 
Editor and Advertising:   
 
Mike Gilbert.  Rockydene, Chafford Lane, Fordcombe. TN3 0SH  740371 
Advertising rates per annum: Ã80 full page, Ã45 one half, Ã30 one quarter,  
 
Printer:   
St. Maryôs Church, Leigh       01732-832236 

ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE PREFIXED 01892ï ... UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN 
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FROM THE RECTOR  
 
 The Journey of the Magi.   Nobody really knows for sure who it was   
that travelled from the east, followed the star and offered gifts of   
gold, frankincense and myrrh. They probably had some hard borders to   
cross. Bishop Lancelot Andrewes and T.S.Eliot  both imagined their   
journey to be cold and difficult. 
 
A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter. 
 
All best wishes to one and all for this new year. We all know that   
there are borders to cross and negotiate, but the prayer is for hope   
and healing once we're through. 
 
Tom Holme 

CHURCHYARD TIDYING  
 
Happy New Year and many thanks to everyone who helped keep the churchyard 
tidy last year. Weôre meeting again on Saturday 12th January, 10am to midday 
so if you should have a couple of hours to spare we would love to see you, 
coffee & cake at 11ish!!  
 
Helen Morrison 740211 

REGISTERS November 
 
 
Marriage       Andrew Robert Saunders  &  Emily Jane Richards 
 
    
           
Funeral Services.      
    Martin Alleyne Thorp 
 
                                      Andrew Nisbet 
 
                                      Derek Edward Reading 

              
   (Let light perpetual shine upon them)    
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FORDCOMBE LUNCHEON CLUB 

Fordcombe Luncheon club usually meets on the second Thursday of each  
month at 12-30pm. We have space for new members to come and join us for 
food and pleasant conversation with old and new friends. 

The next meeting is 10th January 2019  
Please let Kate know if you are not able to come, preferably at the  
beginning of the week of the lunch meeting. 
 
For more information please contact Mrs Kate Hargrave Tel 861047 
 
The December meeting was the Christmas lunch. What a great meal 
 

Many thanks to all the ladies who so kindly prepared it and do 
so each month 

CHURCH COFFEE MORNING  
 
We are invited to meet again for coffee and a chat on Wednesday 
January 9th 2019 10-30 to noon by John and Chris Sworder, Thorpe House 
Chafford Lane. All are welcome do come along. 
 
Please ring Christabel on 740345 if transport is required. 
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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS PEW  

 
Services 
In the last Newsletter the service on the 30th December was shown to be 
Mattins as it is the fifth Sunday in the month, however it has been decided to 
change it to a sung Eucharist instead choir numbers may be low. The services in 
January follow the normal pattern of 9am Holy communion on the first Sunday of 
the month, 10am sung Eucharist and Sunday school on the second and Family 
service on the fourth Sunday.  
St Peterôs Fellowship 
Our next meeting takes place at 8pm on Wednesday 23

rd
 January 2019 at 

Woodpeckers where our discussion topic will be ñWorship, Praise and 
Thanksgivingò. 
Meal and a pint 
Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday 22nd January ( please see the advert 
on the centre page) If you have not been before do come along and give it a try, 
it is a very happy evening and gives a chance to catch up with friends you donôt 
necessarily see very often. 
Church Christmas Fair 
Our annual Christmas Fair took place on Saturday 1st December and raised a 
very helpful total of Ã781. We should like to thank all those who helped and 
supported the event.  There were some delightful children who stopped off to 
see Father Christmas. 
Best Wishes  

Mike Gilbert   740371  mikegilbert371@gmail.com 
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FORDCOMBE WI  
 
 
 
 
Hello again Folks and a very Happy New Year to you all.  I trust you had a good 
Christmas and are now looking forward to the days gradually getting a little 
longer and brighter.  Soon the spring bulbs will start pushing their way through 
the ground and hopefully we shall enjoy some brighter weather ï assuming we 
donôt get too much of that ówhite stuffô. 
We didnôt meet in December but several of us did enjoy getting together for a 
meal in the Chafford Arms.  Mmmm, scrummy!   Why donôt we have all our 
meetings there?   
Our January meeting on 15 January will be our usual óSubs & Socialô evening so 
remember to bring your envelopes with your name on containing a cheque for 
Ã42, payable to Fordcombe   
W I.  June will be very grateful, Iôm sure.   
Also at the January meeting remember to bring your Resolutions voting form.  
Youôll find it in the November issue of your W I Life magazine. 
Iôm not 100% sure but I think the next Committee meeting is on 8 January at 
Juneôs.  Well thatôs where Iôm going to be anyway. 
Hereôs to a healthy and happy 2019 to everyone. 
 
Jenny 

6 January - Epiphany 
 
On 6

th
 January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the Wise Men to the baby 

Jesus.  But who were these Wise Men?  No one knows for sure.  Matthew calls 
them óMagiô, and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from 
Persia.  It wasnôt until the third century that they were called kings - by a church 
father, Tertullian.   

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the 
gifts given.  Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol 
of wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of 
worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of 
healing - and even embalming.  Certainly, Jesus 
challenged and set aright the way in which the world 
handled all three of these things.  Since the 8th 
century, the Magi have had the names Balthasar, 
Caspar and Melchior. 

Parish Pump 



7 

 



8 

 

 

 
VILLAGE HALL     MONTHLY DRAW      DECEMBER  

 

  
 

 IF YOU ARE NOT IN IT -  YOU CANôT WIN IT!  
 

ñIf you want to join please ring Bob on 01892 740307"     

Prize Ticket No Name 

First            Ã30 557 S. Thompson 

Second       Ã15 297 Mrs Marshall 

Third          Ã10 423  Mr. Maltz 

Fourth          Ã5 115 J Frampton  

Fifth             Ã5 137  A. Harvey 
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HELEN BOUCHER BSc(HONS), SRP, MCSP, AACP 
STATE REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

(13 years experience) 
 

Specialising in the treatment of: 

Ŀ {ǇƻǊǘǎ LƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ 

Ŀ .ŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ bŜŎƪ Ǉŀƛƴ 

Ŀ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

Ŀ !ǊǘƘǊƛǝŎ Ǉŀƛƴ 

Ŀ !ŎǳǇǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ 

The Hawthorns, Powder Mill Lane, Leigh, TN11 8QD 
(Parking available) 
Tel: 01732 833297    Mob: 07939646030 
 

 
 

 


